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representati ves of those groups canme down and testified,
and the meno that Senator Johnson and | are distributi n%
has set out the people that testified in favor of this bill,
and | woul d encourage you to read that |list so you can see
the groups that are represented. We are denying the con-
stituencies represented by those w tnesses of this |egis-
lation that they want to nake the statenent that they think
needs to be nade to protect the snyagogues and churches in
this state. Now I think that generally we need to strive
for uniformty in our statutes. | don't quarrel w th Senator
Beutler over that. But | think it is entlrely legitinate
to make exceptions fromtime to time when a particul ar

probl em cones along, particularly a problemthat has the
inmplications and the thrust of denying people their right

to practlce the religion that they want to practice in this
nation and the way they want to practice it. And after all
freedomof religion is one of our nost inportant of all
constitutional rights. This country is popul ated by the
descendants of people that canme to the shores of this land
origlnally in many cases to escape religious persecution.

W continue to see sone vestiges of religious persecution
even in the 1980s, anti-Semtic activity, anti-Catholic
activity. | think it is inportant for us to take this
opportunity to say that we here 1n Nebraska don't approve of
that, and that in this narrow context we can yleld to the
strict laws of uniformty to pass a law of this kind. So |
woul d ask you to regect the conmttee anendnents, to «ein-
state the original |anguage of the bl1ll which is for special
protections, even though they are not signlflcant or not
particularly ma)or, they are nonethel ess special protections
for synagogues and churches and ceneteries so that we can
make this political statement in this body during thfs
session. Thank you, M. President.

PRESI DENT: Thank you. We are discussing the commttee
anmendnents to this bill, and the next to be recognized is
Senator Chambers.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: M. Chairnman and nmenbers of the Legisla-

ture, | oppose this bill and | even spoke against it before
the commttee. But | think thereis a principle involved

and this bill is unlque in the way it addresses the subject
and the subJect that it addresses. | think that the action

by the committee in anending it as it did was inproper, not
in the sense of being beyond the committee's authori t|y or
| egal power, or whatever, but based on the way the bill was
resented, the argunents of those who supported the bill to
ring it to the Legislature in this formconpletely cir-
cunvents the purpose of the bill. If we are going to vote

on this matter, | don't think we ought to try to circu..vent

it or pussyfoot around it by hiding behind keeping what we cal l



